Isabella Attard travels south to
discover Marsascala, where there

are lots of summer residents, boats,
and restaurants, making it the local

ucked neatly away in the southeast corner of Malta, nestling
comfortably between the two promontories known as Zongor
Point and lI-Munxar, lies the island’s fastest growing town
— Marsascala.
Up to the early seventies, Marsascala had a population
of less than 2000 people. Then a new road into the town
was developed and the access brought with it a huge influx of
visitors, many of whom eventually decided to take up residence
there. Today the head count has soared to 10,000 and the summer
months bring an additional 15,000 people to the town. Despite
the increased and constant building activity to accommodate the
growing numbers of residents and summer campers, somehow
the town still retains something of a relaxed atmosphere. As to
why this should be, perhaps it is because its buildings are not yet
tall enough to block the sunlight from the palm-lined promenade,
or because there are no obvious office blocks which swallow up
and regurgitate well-heeled but highly-stressed business people.
Possibly it is due to the fact that a cursory glance at Marsascala
provides a tableau of visitors and locals doing nothing more
strenuous than chilling out at one of the myriad snack bars or
restaurants. Whatever the reason, the feeling is infectious and |
enjoyed myself taking a closer look at this town.

The geographical aspect of Marsascala, important for its sheltered
creek where a good number of boats of all sorts are berthed, and
for its countless swimming spots, has always played a significant
part in the town’s development, not least for the names it was given.

bay

“plenty

The name ‘Marsascala’ is of unknown origin. ‘Marsa’ is the Arabic
word for ‘bay’, but it is uncertain if the ‘scala’ refers to the Sicilian
fishermen who were known to frequent the place (Sqgalli in Maltese),
whether it was derived from the Sicilian piccola cala (inlet), or whether
it possibly refers to the rock-cut steps that dot the water’s edge. Wied
il-Ghajn (as Marsascala is more commonly known) is easier to pin
down. Literally translated as the valley of the spring (of water — not
the season), the name refers to the two valleys upon which the town
is built and to the underground fresh water spring that apparently still
flows into the sea.

The easy landing afforded by the safe inlets of Marsascala Bay
and St Thomas Bay served to encourage pirates, who frequently
came ashore for a spot of looting and pillaging, and to take captives.
After one particularly savage attack in 1614, the Knights of St
John, under Grand Master Wignacourt, decided that enough was
enough and began to build St Thomas Tower. Named after the little
chapel that was then to be found in the vicinity, it is surrounded by
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